
This report provides an overview of the findings
of the Active Neighbourhood Scan undertaken in
Banbury Neithrop and Ruscote on Friday 22nd
September 2023. 

The report highlights how easy it is for residents
to be active in Banbury Neithrop and Ruscote,
what works well in the neighbourhood, what gets
in the way of being active, and what needs to
change.
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OVERALL SCORE OF BANBURY NEITHROP AND RUSCOTEOVERALL SCORE OF BANBURY NEITHROP AND RUSCOTE

We held two sessions on Friday 22nd September 2023, one in the morning and one in the
afternoon, allowing as many people from the community as possible to attend to the most
convenient session for them.  

A training session was provided before undertaking the scan, to ensure that everyone
understood the process and knew how to keep themselves safe whilst on the scan. The
scans started at The Hill in Banbury, a central point within the neighbourhood. 

Those who attended, included members of the community, from young children, families,
and older people, residents, and representatives from Cherwell District Council, Oxfordshire
Community Foundation, MyVision Oxfordshire, British Cycling, OCVA, as well as Active
Oxfordshire. Participants came from a range of different backgrounds with different
experiences of Banbury.

"I really enjoyed being part of the neighbourhood scan in Banbury. It’s not often
that you take the time to reflect on the environment around you and consider it
from different viewpoints.  

Bringing people together to consider these things highlights them as a collective
issue and means that the people who are impacted by this aren't fighting for
change by themselves." 



WHAT ARE THE STRENGTHS OF BANBURY NEITHROP + RUSCOTE?WHAT ARE THE STRENGTHS OF BANBURY NEITHROP + RUSCOTE?

People’s Park and Princess Diana Park 
Danesmoor Playground
Outdoor gym sets at Trinity Park, Princess Diana Park, and People’s Park
The Hill and The Sunshine Centre - these were both described as great
community facilities
Prescott Avenue - this was described as being accessible, quiet, and safe
compared to other roads 
Interactive signs and symbols on pavements to encourage walking



WHAT ARE THE BIGGEST BARRIERS TO BEING ACTIVE INWHAT ARE THE BIGGEST BARRIERS TO BEING ACTIVE IN  
BANBURY NEITHROP + RUSCOTE?BANBURY NEITHROP + RUSCOTE?

Litter Cycling isn’t made a priority

Lack of formal crossings

All participants commented
on the abundance of litter,
and litter or flytipping were
issues raised on 100% of
routes.

Those who participated in the road-use
routes commented on the lack of cycle
lanes and the poor promotion to cycle in
Banbury.

Lack of safe or formal crossings
was raised on several routes,
and was an issue for both
pavement users and cyclists. 

On many routes, there were no
dipped or matching kerbs,
making it difficult for those
wheeling, or using walking aids
or buggies. 

100% of routes highlighted that there
was overgrown greenery along paths,
and that the paths are uneven, poorly
maintained, or disrupted by tree
routes making it difficult to pass over. 

Participants also commented on
unnecessary barriers on paths,
making it difficult for those wheeling
or using walking aids. 

Poor maintenance of paths
and accessibility issues



Availability of accessible outdoor play equipment
The outdoor play equipment and parks were appreciated by participants, however
those spaces could be improved with more accessible play equipment. There were also
accessibility issues with physically getting into the parks (such as lack of pavements in
parks and inaccessible surfacing), which would make it difficult for those wheeling.

Underutilised green space
On 100% of the routes, participants said that there was a lot of green space which
was being underutilised. Ideas of how to maximise the space were, skatepark, water
fountains, picnic benches and space to socialise, outdoor gym or play equipment.

Making spaces more attractive
Suggestions of how to make areas more attractive - bins to reduce litter,
benches, planting flowers in green spaces and along paths to make them more
pleasant.

Litter and fly tipping
Litter (including dog mess and flytipping) was an issue commented on by all
participants on every pavement and road-use route. Ideas to resolve the issue included
increasing the number of bins, and organising community litter picks.

What else did we find? 

We also identified a range of issues and opportunities which we will be raising
with local authorities. Issues included pavement surfacing, lack of safe
crossings, curb locations, availability of bins, anything else, and are detailed
in the full report, which you can find here. 

https://www.oxfordshireonthemove.org/active-neighbourhood-scans

Some of the issues identified on the scans required further attention from
local authorities, such as local councils or police. 

WHAT OTHER THEMES EMERGED FROM THE SCANS?WHAT OTHER THEMES EMERGED FROM THE SCANS?

Cycling safety
On 100% of  road-use routes, participants noted the lack of formal cycling
paths, safe cycling lanes, the very little cycling markings on the roads, and the
lack of encouragement for cycling in general.

https://www.oxfordshireonthemove.org/active-neighbourhood-scans
https://www.oxfordshireonthemove.org/active-neighbourhood-scans


What are the next steps?

Future Scans

Funding

We are launching the Active Neighbourhoods Ideas Fund to turn the ideas which
came out of the scan into a reality. 

Funding from a few hundred to a few thousand pounds is available for each project,
and projects should focus on making it easier for Banbury residents to be active in
their neighbourhood. 

For Banbury Neithrop and Ruscote, we are looking for projects which tackle the
following themes -

Availability of accessible play equipment in parks
Underutilised green space
Making spaces more attractive
Litter and fly tipping
Cycling safety

Find out more about funding opportunities and how to apply here. 

https://www.oxfordshireonthemove.org/active-neighbourhoods-ideas-fund

The results of the Banbury Neithrop and Ruscote Active Neighbourhood Scan
demonstrated a need for further engagement with communities in the area. There
are plans in place to work with more schools, youth clubs, and other specific
community groups, to ensure that we are as well-informed as possible and that
the feedback reflects the views of residents more accurately. We will also be
proactively sharing this insight with key partners, planners, and developers, to
help create long-term change, and importantly will be investing small amounts of
funding, with potential for these to be matched, so that we can turn residents’
ideas to create more active neighbourhoods into reality. 
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https://www.oxfordshireonthemove.org/active-neighbourhoods-ideas-fund
https://www.oxfordshireonthemove.org/active-neighbourhoods-ideas-fund

